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From the Editor .. . 


Mr. John S. Richards, newly-elected Presi- 
dent of the American Library Association, 
plans to be in Montgomery on October 25. 
Mr. Richards is expected to visit the Public 
Library Service Division and the Air Uni- 
versity Library, and to spend a part of the 
time conferring with some of the members 
of the Executive Board of the Alabama Li- 
brary Association. 


Mr. Richards’ visit to Alabama is a part 
of a trip to several southern states as he is 
expected to address both the Georgia and 
Mississippi Library Association meetings. 


The Editor immediately before the pres- 
ent one saw fit in just about every other 
issue to reiterate the magazine’s official 
anti-verse policy— and just about as often 
to make an exception to it. Now here we 
go again! When one of our past Associa- 
tion presidents travels well over a thousand 
miles to speak to a sister library association, 
and makes such a hit that she inspires an 
ode—well, anyway a poem of some sort— 
there just isn’t much we can do but beam 
with pride, and print it. And that’s what 
has happened. Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, of 
Summerdale, was a recent speaker at both 
the Idaho and Montana Library Associa- 
tions, and while in Idaho had a poem 
written as a tribute to her efforts in behalf 
of library extension work. We give it be- 
low. 


TO GRETCHEN SCHENK 
“Fetchen Gretchen” to our state 
Will help us open wide the gate 
For books to flow to every home 


That’s governed from the capital dome. 


We think her gracious mind and heart 

Will teach us the extension art. 

We think her magic stirred our souls 

To vote for districts at the polls. 
—Mrs. Mabel Baker 
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An Index for volumes 1-5, 1949-1954, 
of The Alabama Librarian, is now nearing 
completion and should be ready for mail- 
ing to interested subscribers by January 1, 
1956. It will not be sent routinely to all 
members, but only upon request. Please 
send a postal card or note to Mrs. L. B. 
Roberts, PLSD, 4 N. Union St., Montgom- 
ery 4, Ala., if you wish a copy of the index, 
It will be sent to you free of charge as 
soon as it is published. 


If you have any copies of the early issues 
of The Alabama Librarian that you no 
longer need, please return them to Mrs. 
Roberts. We particularly need all issues of 
volumes 1, 2, and 3 with which to fill re- 
quests from libraries which lack binding 
copies. 


In addition, Mrs. Roberts, in her position 
as Headquarters Librarian of the Public Li- 
brary Service Division, would like to have 
any and all copies of the Alabama Histori- 
cal Quarterly that you can give to her. A 
project is now afoot to index this invalu- 
able collection of Alabamiana, and many 
more calls are expected to come to the 
Division office for the loan of this material 
after it is indexed. 


And to all who answer this plea for 
copies of either The Alabama Librarian or 
the Alabama Historical Quarterly, we can't 
offer you either a shining gold medal or a 
beautifully inscribed check with lots of 
numbers on it—but just our heartfelt 
thanks, and the assurance that your gift 
will be appreciated and well taken care of. 


Plans for the inclusion of a Directory of 
Members of the Alabama Library Associa- 
tion were changed shortly before press time 
for this issue as it was felt by several mem- 
bers of the Executive Council that the ex- 
pense of printing this list annually was not 
justified by its use. Present policy has been 
set to print a Membership Directory only 
in alternate years, so you can expect the 
next one in October 1956. 
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Christopher Morley once said that noth- 
ing moved him so much as the sight of a 
child with a book. “For a child,” he adds, 
“doves not read to judge or appraise, but 
merely for the unsullied joy of finding him- 
self in a new world.” The members of the 
statf of the Carnegie Library of Selma have 
been greatly pleased this summer over the 
interest in reading manifested by many of 
our young members. These warm summer 
months have been given new life in the 
library by the presence of boys and girls 
coming and going with books, by the num- 
ber of children in the Reading Room. This 
encouraging situation has been largely due 
to the stimulus of the Vacation Reading 
Club in effect from June to September. 

The project this year was built about the 
theme, “Around the World with Books.” 
As an initial move to arouse interest, a 
member of the staff visited all the elemen- 
tary schools during the last two weeks of 
May. She presented the project, explained 
requirements for membership and extended 
an invitation to join to all children from the 
third through the sixth grades. She em- 
phasized the world they would travel this 
summer via the magic carpet of books, and 
she was impressed to learn through her in- 
formal talks with the young people how 
many had actually lived in lands other than 
America. This, I think, gave her the happy 
inspiration of guest speakers for club meet- 
ings. 

By the first of June many enthusiastic ap- 
plicants had met the requirements for 
membership, and the bulletin boards in the 
Children’s Room began to blossom with gay 
colored record cards bearing the owner’s 
name and the slogan, “Around the World 
with Books.” A number of new travel 
books were added to the shelves, and when 
a member had read five books with foreign 
settings, he was given his passport, a larger 
card bearing a map of the world and cer- 
tain items to be filled out in the manner of 


‘Member of the staff of the Carnegie Library 
of Selma. 


AROUND THE WORLD WITH BOOKS 


By OVERTON W. THOMAS" 


a real passport, and thus he became a 
member of the World-Travelers group. This 
proved to be a very popular feature, and 
among the covers of travel books were 
scattered the passports bearing small 
photographs of the owners. 

Each Thursday morning in the Children’s 
Room a meeting of the club was held, and 
in addition to the usual story-telling and 
book quizzes there was introduced the most 
attractive feature of our project, I think. 
This was the guest speaker who came to 
share with us her real experience in another 
land. We had the pleasure of hearing an 
Army wife from Craig Air Force Base tell 
of Japan as she had known it during her so- 
journ in that interesting and colorful land. 
An ex-Marine told us of Iceland, and a 
mother who had served with the American 
Red Cross in India during World War II 
brought her lovely exhibit and spoke most 
interestingly of this land of strange customs 
and many people. An English doctor told 
of her childhood in England, delighting her 
eager listeners with little glimpses of Buck- 
ingham Palace and the royal family. A 
Dutch friend took us to her native Holland, 
land still of wooden shoes and windmills 
and here, too, we met four little princesses 
and their democratic queen-mother. Our 
travels were brought to a satisfactory con- 
clusion when Mrs. Sam Hobbs, wife of the 
late, beloved Congressman, conducted us 
on a tour of Washington, displaying the 
immense flag that had flown over the Na- 
tion’s capitol the last day of Judge Hobbs’ 
service there, a flag which was later pre- 
sented to him, and is now the proud pos- 
session of his small grandson and namesake 
who was present for the meeting. We 
saluted the flag and felt it was indeed good 
to be an American. 

The response of the members to the Club 
program was quite gratifying. Their interest 
was manifested by the excellent attendance 
and the eager participation. About 150 
children qualified for membership, and over 
50 of these were awarded certificates for 
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A group of “Around the World Travellers” at Selma Carnegie Library gather around 


Mrs. Joseph Callaway, guest speaker on India. 


Mrs. Overton W. Thomas, the librarian 


in charge of the Vacation Reading Club, is standing at the back. 


having read at least fifteen books during 
the Club season; some read many more. 

“What was the net profit?’ we might 
ask ourselves. I would say it was two-fold; 
first, in the words of Mr. Morley, the “un- 
sullied joy” that only a good book can 
bring, and the sharing of that joy with 
others; secondly, the consciousness that the 
library belonged to them as well as to the 
grown-ups. To quote from an expression of 
appreciation by one of our mothers on be- 
half of her small daughter, “I have been 
pleased with her introduction to the library 
and the stimulation of her interest in using 
it, as well as her increased interest in 
reading.” 

This was our sixth Vacation Reading 


Club and certainly one of the best we have 
had, and we like to think that its special 
value has been an awakened awareness of 
the charm of other lands and peoples, an 
awareness which we dare hope may some- 
how make for better international good will 
on the part of these citizens of tomorrow's 
world. We also like to feel that it may 
have, in a small measure at least, enriched 
that treasure for them which enabled Emer- 
son to say:— 


“I am the owner of the sphere, 

Of the seven stars and the solar year, 

Of Caesar’s hand, and Plato’s brain, 

Of Lord Christ’s heart, and Shakespeare’s 
strain.” 
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A-V MATERIALS ARE HERE TO STAY— 
BUT NOT NECESSARILY IN THE LIBRARY 


By EVAN IRA FARBER * 


Librarians more and more read and hear 
the phrase “unity of materials,” a phrase 
which, to this author at least, is used much 
too frequently and carelessly. I had been 
particularly made aware of its implications 
by various requests at my institution that 
the library be responsible for all types of 
audio-visual equipment. In my opinion, the 
library was unable to do this adequately 
and would therefore not attempt it. 

Thus, I made the point at the Alabama 
Library Association meeting in Montgomery 
last year that “The audio-visual field is a 
somewhat specialized one, and I think it is 
very easy for the small college library to 


get into it too deeply. Particularly when 


there is no one academic department super- 
vising the use and selection of materials 
and equipment, the librarian is apt to be 
saddled with all sorts of alien problems that 
consume too much time and money—unless 


he draws the line . . . Much of the stuff 
of the a-v world, primarily that part used 
mainly for classroom purposes, is within 
the province of the a-v specialist, and un- 
less the library is fortunate enough to afford 
such a staff member, it would do well to 
approach the field gingerly.” 

Some interest was evinced in this idea, 
and it was decided by the College, Univers- 
ity and Special Libraries Division to make 
a survey of a-v facilities and attitudes dur- 
ing the year. 

Accordingly, after some investigation into 
the literature on the general problem of 
the relationship of a-v services and acade- 
mic libraries, a questionnaire was prepared 
and sent to twenty college and university 
libraries in Alabama, of which seventeen 
responded. The results of the questionnaire 
are given below. 

Editor’s Note-—There has been some 
criticism within the state concerning the 


1. At the time this survey was made, Mr. Farber 
was Librarian at Livingston State Teachers Col- 
lege, but he is now Head of the Serials and 
Binding Dept., Emory University. 

2. The Alabama Librarian, 5:8-11 JI 754. 


questionnaire used in this survey. The 
most serious objection from the point of 
view of several of the colleges was the 
omission of a question concerning the a-v 
services of the institution outside of the 
library. Thus the conclusion at the end of 
the first question is invalid insofar as the 
Alabama academic institutions themselves 
are concerned, although it is true for the 
libraries only. Of the fifteen college li- 
braries cited below which gave “no” or 
“qualified” answers, several do have a-v 
services which are not handled by the li- 
brary. Thus the replies are somewhat mis- 
leading insofar as the total a-v services are 
not shown.—RRF. 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. Are a-v materials administered by your 
library? 

There were only two unqualified “yes” 
responses; eight “no”; the other seven are 
limited to one of two forms of materials— 
either records or filmstrips or both. 

There is at the start, then, a most limited 
number to survey for the prevailing prac- 
tices. Almost half of the respondents have 
no a-v services at all. By comparison, the 
ACRL Committee on Audio-Visual Work 
reports that “84% of the (575) reporting in- 
stitutions had an AV service of some kind.” 

2. Is the library responsible for the selec- 
tion of a-v materials to be purchased? Are 
the materials paid for from regular library 
funds, from a separate budget, or from 
academic departmental funds? 

Only one library exercises complete re- 
sponsibility for the selection of materials; 
mostly, the selections are made either by the 
academic departments themselves, by a fac- 
ulty committee, or by the departments in 
conjunction with the library. In the pur- 
chase of a-v materials, either regular library 
funds, departmental funds, or both are 
used; only one library has a separate a-v 
budget. 

3. Which department (s) of the library is 
(are) responsible for the various phases of 
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NEW LIFE Means Better Library Styling 


Clean, performative lines and elegant sim- 
plicity are important themes in contemporary archi- 
tecture. In the library field, trendmakers like Sjéstrém 
of Philadelphia are keenly aware of current needs, 
both esthetic and practical. 


As a result, NEW LIFE library furniture is a dynamic 
example of elegant, performative equipment. The 
demand for NEW LIFE is growing, for it has been 
realized that its fresh design assists the architect, 
delights the librarian and inspires the library public. 


in Alabama: 


wife BODINE, BRYSON, & ROLLING 


719 SOUTH 20TH STREET, BIRMINGHAM 4, ALABAMA 
Telephone: 54-4636 


LIBRARY FURNITURE BY SJOSTROM OF PHILADELPHIA 
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adininistering and servicing a-v materials? 

iwo libraries have a single department 
(circulation) responsible for a-v materials 
The other libraries have too few staff mem- 
bers to specialize. 

4. Does the staff member in charge of 
a-v materials have any special training for 
handling such materials? If so, what type? 
Do you feel that special training is nec- 
essury? If so, what should such training 
include? 

Only two libraries reported a staff mem- 
ber with any degree of training; one had 
informal training and the other attended a 
workshop. 

Four respondents felt that special training 
is necessary; three, that it is desirable or 
helpful; and two, necessary only for the 
care and use of equipment. Three answered 
with an unqualified “no.” 

The most frequent suggestion of those 
who felt that some training is necessary or 
desirable was that it emphasize the handling 
and using of materials and equipment. 

5. Are a-v materials cataloged? If not, 
how do patrons find a particular item? Does 
the cataloging follow the same general rules 
and procedures as for printed materials? 
Are the catalog cards kept separately? If 
so, where? 


All ten libraries answering this question 
catalog whatever a-v materials they have, 
and only one does not follow the same gen- 
eral rules and procedures as for printed 


materials. The remaining nine keep a-v 
catalog cards separately; seven adjoining 
(or in special drawers of) the main card 
catalog; one in a separate a-v room; and 
one interfiled in the main catalog and also 
kept separately. 

6. Are rules for checking out a-v ma- 
terials similiar to those for checking out 
books? If not, how do they differ? What 
particular problems have you encountered 
in checking out a-v materials? 

As for the similarity of rules, there were 
four unqualified “yes” answers; two “yes” 
but with slight differences; the others have 
varied practices—“only to faculty,” “ 
tules, “receipt signed,” “ 
only for classroom use.” 

Checking for breakage is the most fre- 


no set 
recordings checked 


~ 
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quent mentioned problem; others are re- 
quests for “long term” loans, and the 
problem of use statistics. Four respondents 
state definitely that they have encountered 
no particular problems. 

7. Was there opposition to the library’s 
administering the a-v materials program at 
its inception? Why? How was it overcome? 

Only one “yes” response. At this institu- 
tion some faculty objected because materials 
had been personally selected by instructors 
who wanted them available. “These ma- 
terials did not come to the library.” 

8. If your institution offers a-v instruc- 
tion, in what way does the library partici- 
pate? 

A-v instruction is offered in only five 
institutions, but in none of them does the 
library participate other than by providing 
aids, materials or facilities. 

9. Are any other a-v services offered by 
the library? (e. g., listening booths, pro- 
jectionists, photo-reproduction, etc.) 

Other services offered are: Projection 
room and operator (1); reproduction of 
printed materials (1); listening room for 
records (3); framed picture collection (1); 
Generally, there are few special services 
offered, but several librarians indicate other 
services will be or would be offered with 
more adequate facilities. 

10. Do you feel that your library should 
administer a-v materials? If you would 
qualify your answer, please state your quali- 
fications. 

Yes, unqualified (5); yes, if or when ad- 
equate support is available (4); possibly, if 
received adequate support (2); should ser- 
vice materials, but not have charge of 
equipment (1); no, unqualified (5). 

SOME RECOMMENDATIONS 


For the sake of comparison, note some of 
the recommendations in M. W. Grass’s 
thesis, Administration, Organization and 
Distribution of Educational Films and Re- 
cordings in College Libraries (Columbia 
Univ. School of Library Service, 1947). 

Whether or not a special staff 
member is appointed to supervise 
the media will depend upon the 
local situation, but formal train- 
ing, even if it is only a summer 





course, may deepen the staff mem- 
ber’s appreciation of the educa- 
tional value of the media. 

Definite funds should be set 
aside for the purchase or rental of 
films, discs, and equipment. A 
special appropriation seems to be 
the more ideal method. 

Policies in regard to the selec- 
tion of films or recordings should 
be concise and definite. In gen- 
eral, acquisition practices should 
follow standard Library proced- 
ure as far as possible. 

To insure their integration with 
other library materials and to in- 
crease their potential usefulness, 
the media studied should 
be cataloged, classified, and given 
appropriate subject headings. If 
a separate file seems necessary, 
duplicate cards should be filed in 
the main catalog. 

As liberal a circulation policy 
as is commensurate with the nature 
of films and recordings should be 
adopted. 


ACRL SURVEY EXAMINED 


In view of the responses to the last 
question on the survey’s questionnaire, it 
seems appropriate to examine critically the 
finding of the ACRL survey, in the January 
1955 issue of CRL that “librarians in the 
575 institutions generally believed that the 
library should incorporate audio - visual 
materials into their service patterns.” 

The question asked of those librarians 
was “Do you believe the library should ad- 
minister and service all materials of com- 


munication for a college or university, in- 
This is a 
It can be as- 
sumed, I think, that most librarians agree 


cluding audio-visual materials?” 
somewhat loaded question. 


on “the unity of materials.” To such a 
librarian, then, the question put by the 
ACRL survey would almost mean “Do you 
believe the library should carry out the 
functions of a library?” 

In other words, the question at issue 
should not be whether or not librarians 
think that all libraries should undertake a-v 
programs, but under what conditions they 
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could or should undertake them. Can the 
library do it adequately? Does the under- 
taking of such a program mean that there 
will be extra funds, space and personnel? 
Without answering these questions, any con- 
clusion based on a simple yes or no answer 
(as was requested) is probably meaningless 
or, worse, misleading. That the conclusion 
of the survey may very well be misleading 
is shown by the results of our survey, even 
considering the size of its sample. Here, 
when given an opportunity to qualify their 
response, only two of fifteen libraries an- 
swered with an unqualified yes. 

Another objection to the finding of the 
ACRL survey is based on its sample—only 
one-third of the 
were returned. 


questionnaires sent out 
While the conclusions refer 
only to the 575 librarians who actually re- 
sponded, the general impression one gets 
from the article is that the results reflect 
librarians’ opinions generally. And, al- 
though the report admits “it might logically 
be supposed that there would be a greater 
tendency for institutions having AV services 
to respond than for those having no such 
services, and that this would result in a 
skewed analysis,” it then claims that “that 
supposition is at least partially disproved 
by the fact that 65% of all responses were 
from institutions in which there was either 
no AV service or only a very small one.” 
This latter statement does not nearly dis- 
prove the logical supposition of the first 
statement, but even if it did, the mere fact 
that only one-third of the libraries ques- 
tioned did reply makes any conclusion— 
and particularly a conclusion regarding a 
collective opinion—somewhat less than ten- 
uous. 


OPINIONS. FROM ALL OVER 
To obtain the opinions of others on the 
subject, a letter was written to the Library 
Journal, quoting the remarks from _ last 
years talk to the effect that the small 
library should be wary of entering into an 
a-v program. The response was gratifying 
—and not only because the great majority 
of letters agreed with that point of view. 
Here are selections from some of the 
letters, con and pro: 
Enclosed are some materials that 





Tu: ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


will show you how wrong your 
talk to the A.L.A. was. If libra- 
rians don’t believe in the unity 
of materials, who will? (a student 
at Columbia) 


I am as strongly opposed to the 
separation of audio-visual materials 
as your article indicates your op- 
position to their combination . 
(librarian from Tennessee) 

. . unless there is a person who 
can give at least part time to 
specialize in this phase of library 
work, it is foolish for a small 
library to brashly enter into this 
field. (librarian from Illinois ) 

A library should have high 
standards for its film collection 
as well as for its book collec- 
tion . . . A film collection should 
not be given house room unless 
the library can afford to stock the 
major portion of its collection from 
the basic buying list prepared by 
the ALA Audio-Visual Board; it 
should not be initiated unless there 
will continue to be funds to add 
to the collection and to provide in- 
terested professional staff to ser- 
vice it. (Film Council of America) 


This last quotation, from a librarian in 
Georgia, is a lengthy one, but it is so ex- 
pressive that it deserves a thorough presen- 
tation. 


A few years ago I served as 
librarian in another junior college 
and did everything but circula- 
tion . . . At that time I did some 
reading in the field and, like you, 
found that no one agreed with my 
humble opinion that the small 
library with a small staff was a 
poor place for AV aids under any 
conditions. 

. . . I realized too that if I be- 
lieved in libraries as service cen- 
ters to preserve and _ disburse 
knowledge that I had to agree 
with the theory that all materials 
which preserve knowledge in any 
manner belong in one centrally 
administered collection. Conse- 


quently, I now believe that the 
library should house books, films, 
records, pictures, strips, models, 
and even stuffed birds if the item 
can be lent to some library patron 
to give him pleasure or to improve 
his knowledge . 


Now, I also have the opinion 
that books and periodicals provide 
the basic sources of knowledge 
and that films, records, models, 
etc. are merely means of present- 
ing simply and_ perhaps _at- 
tractively the ideas and knowl- 
edge found in books. Therefore 
I believe that the library should 
concern itself first and foremost 
with providing an adequate and 
well-maintained collection of books 
and—most important—with seeing 
that the seeker of knowledge is 
given that printed material which 
best fills his needs. 

I temper my first belief 
with my second belief in this man- 
ner: when a library has provided 
and maintained the basic sources 
of knowledge and has fully served 
its “customers” from those sources, 
then it has completed its primary 
duties. If, after the completion 
of the primary duties, time, money 
and energy are left, then the li- 
brary should assume such second- 
ary duties (films, strips, records, 
etc.) as the remaining time, money 
and energy permit and as the 
“customers” need or demand. If 
the library cannot complete its 


primary duties within the time, 


money and energy allotments, 
then I firmly believe that is is 
wise to resist all efforts to have 
the library become a materials 
center. If the administration 
should say to me, “We think that 
you should make our Library into 
a materials center equipped with 
AV equipment, pictures, models 
and stuffed birds,” my reply would 
be, “I believe that our Library 
ought to be a materials center and 





Brook Avenue School Library, Bayshore, L. I. — completely furnished with Library Bureau Trend Color Line equipment 


TREND C alee ltée 


introduced by LIBRARY BUREAU 


Trend Color Line apronless tables, newest 
in Library Bureau's complete line of library 
equipment, are shown in the photograph. 
These beautiful new tables have tops in 
soft decorator colors...sage brush green, 
aster rose, desert tan and cocoa brown. 
Library Bureau meets the growing trend 
to use of color in libraries with these hand- 
some table tops (and tops of charge desks). 

Library Bureau, originator of the apron- 
less table, has gone a step further in per- 
fecting this famous table. New design and 
construction have eliminated even the 
headers, making this table completely 
apronless and providing ample, free leg 
space all around. 


Pressed wood for the top and bottom 
surfaces of the table top gives wearing 
quality long sought to withstand the hard 
wear and abuse it receives in library use. 
A new finish for all Color Line library 
equipment—PermaSeal—will give years of 
satisfactory wear. 

Trend Color Line Tables are smartly de- 
signed. Birch legs, sturdy but slender in 
appearance, are splayed, “square-round.” 

Library Bureau can help you! Quality 
products, plus 75 years of library planning 
experience and the personal services of an 
LB planning specialist are available to you! 

Get the new booklet — LB704 —“Intro- 
ducing Trend Color Line.” Write today. 


2216 5th Ave. N. 
Birmingham 3, Ala. 
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I am willing to make it one, but 
I can’t and I won't do a thing un- 
til you provide me with enough 
properly trained adult help, 
enough money, and a_ properly 
designed building.” 


THE CRUX OF THE MATTER 


Even the respondent who wanted to show 
“how wrong your talk to the A.L.A. was” 
admitted a few words later, “It goes with- 
out saying that my increase in services 
means more staff—clerical, technical and 
professional.” This admission, I think, 
points up the crux of the dispute. It is 
expressed in another way by Carl H. Hintz 
of the University of Oregon, who has writ- 
ten a paper (as yet unpublished), “Reasons 
for Librarians’ Opinions on the Adminis- 
strative Responsibility for Audio-Visual Ser- 
vices,’ based on the same ACRL survey 
mentioned above. In his concluding re- 
marks he states “It is obvious that many of 


SLA CONFERENCE HELD; 
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the reasons advanced against library admin- 
istered audio-visual service are pragmatic 
rather than philosophical.” I suppose that, 
with the many current attacks on John 
Dewey and “progressive education,” one 
ought to be ashamed of being called prag- 
matic. “Practical” might be a_ happier 
term; but if practical arguments against 
an audio-visual service make this stand a 
pragmatic one, so be it. 

The conclusion is this: the philosophy 
of unity of materials, of the library as a 
materials center of the campus is an ad- 
mirable one, and one to strive for in reality. 
But the practicalities of the present must 
always be considered, and the essential 
function of the library not sacrificed. The 
library’s main concern is with printed mat- 
ter; if and when there is sufficient money, 
time and personnel— and only then— it 
should undertake any other function that 
will help fulfill its role as a center for the 
material of learning and research. 


LOCAL OFFICERS ELECTED 


The annual convention of the Special 
Library Association was held at the Statler 
Hotel in Detroit, June 12-16. Alabama was 
well represented as Mrs. Cleo S. Cason, 
technical librarian at Redstone Arsenal, and 
ten members of the Air University Library 
staff attended. The AUL conferees were: 
Jerrold Orne, Robert Delzell, John Mitchell, 
Oliver Field, Florine Oltman, Braxton Mc- 
Clurkin, Elizabeth Thomson, Opal Moore, 
Elizabeth Sanford, and Kenneth Cameron. 
Dr. Orne was elected to a three-year term 
as a Director. 

Locally, there are now more than 50 
members of the Alabama Chapter of the 
Special Libraries Association. This chapter, 
Which has been in existence only two years, 
has been meeting quarterly in various cities 
in the state. The next meeting will be 


held in Birmingham in November, at which 


time a visit is scheduled for Chester M. 
Lewis, chief librarian of the New York 
Times, and the newly-elected national presi- 
dent of SLA. 

The local chapter has also elected of- 
ficers recently. President, Mrs. 
Cleo S. Cason, Technical Library, Redstone 
Arsenal, Huntsville; vice-president, Florine 
Oltman, Air War College, Maxwell AFB; 
secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Jane F. Bentley, 
Technical Library, Redstone Arsenal, Hunts- 
ville; directors, Jerrold Orne, Air University 
Maxwell AFB; Mrs. Willie D. 
Servis, Rohm and Haas Library, Huntsville; 
membership chairman, Mrs. Jimmie M. Mc- 
Whorter, Base Library, Brookley AFB; em- 
ployment chairman, Kenneth Cameron, Air 
University Library, Maxwell AFB; Bulletin 
editor, John B. McClurkin, Air University 
Library, Maxwell AFB. 


They are: 


Library, 
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Some Things You May Want 


Compiled by the Staff of the Public Library Service Division 


A-V and Publicity Materials 
The Studio Guild of Redding, Conn., has 


loan exhibitions which are free to libraries 
except for the cost of express from the last 
place of exhibit. The traveling exhibits 
include sculpture, parchment scrolls, etch- 
ings, water colors, and oil paintings. A 
special feature is some state exhibits. In- 
quiries should be addressed to Miss Grace 
Pickett at the Studio Guild. 

Need maps or globes for your library? 
The Denoyer-Geppert Company, 5235 Rav- 
enswood Ave., Chicago 40, Ill., has an ex- 
cellent line. Write for their catalog No. 
55, or for No. FM 55 for foreign maps. 
Ideal Inc., 52 Auburn 
Ave., N. E., Atlanta, Ga., you can obtain 
a six-page checklist of 16mm. sound movies 
which are available for free loan to libraries, 
schools, churches, clubs, and other com- 
munity groups. Another useful booklet de- 
scribing free 16mm. sound films is available 
from the Southern Bell Telephone and 
Telegraph Company. 

Ready-made, timely Radio Spot An- 
nouncements are prepared monthly by the 
American Library Association, 50 E. Huron 
St., Chicago 11, Ill. They are distributed 
free to libraries requesting them. 

Howard Samuelson, formerly a_ library 
public relations director and administrator, 
is now editing Library Publicity Clippings, 
a subscription service for library publicists. 
The service consists of a monthly “publicity 
package” easily adapted 
news stories that have been used effectively 


From Pictures, 


which contains 
by other libraries, original press releases, 
features, filler and radio spot an- 
nouncement. For further information and 
sample kit, address Library Publicity Clip- 
pings, Box 753*, Salinas, Calif. 

Cornell Extension Bulletin Number 753* 
entitled “Let’s Prepare a Publication,” by 
Nell B. Leonard, has many suggestions and 
principles which are helpful to anyone who 


items, 


(Editor's Note—No, this is not a typographical 
error. It just looks that way!) 


prepares material for publication. It can be 
obtained free by writing to the New York 
State College of Agriculture at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, N. Y. 


Publications, Free And Otherwise 


Alabama Conservation, published month- 
ly by the Alabama Department of Conserva- 
tion, 711 High St., Montgomery, and Ala- 
bama Today and Tomorrow, published 
monthly by the Alabama State Chamber of 
Commerce, 225 Dexter Ave., Montgomery, 
are both valuable library materials. Both 
may be had for the asking. Write the 
agency indicated. 

Your local Ford dealer can have your 
library put on the mailing list to receive 
Ford News, a monthly publication, highly 
desirable for its delightful pen pictures of 
unique spots in the United States, its charm- 





NEW 
MULTIPLE COPY 
ORDER FORMS! 


5 part form consolidates typing 
—speeds work—saves valuable 
time. 


In stock for prompt shipment! 


Minimum order for library im- 
print only 1,000. Write today 
for complete details! 


ALABAMA REPRESENTATIVE 
WESLEY SUMMERS 
4181 London Road 
Jacksonville, Florida 
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ing illustrations by many contemporary 
artists, and its recipes from famous eating 
places. 

The PLD Reporter is a new public li- 
brary tool created by the American Library 
Association. It will be issued irregularly 
and will consist of reports on various public 
library interests and activities. The first 
issue dealt with the use of paper-bound 
books in public libraries. The second 
number is TV—How Public Libraries Use 
It. This issue contains explicit reports on 
TV programs that have been put on by 
public libraries with comments on _pro- 
cedures and results. Subjects contemplated 
for future include friends of the 
library, bookmobiles, cooperative library 
programs, etc. Standing orders addressed 
to A.L.A., 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11, 
are $1.50 for each issue. Single copies are 
$1.75. 


Published monthly at Nashville, Tennes- 


issues 


NEW REVISED (1954-1955) 
STANDARD JUVENILE CATALOG 


Indicates Titles For Which 


WILSON CATALOG CARDS 
ARE AVAILABLE 


OVER 10,000 TITLES INCLUDED 


—SUPPLIED IN 


PUBLISHER'S BINDING 
HUNTTING QUALITY BUCKRAM 
PLASTI-KLEER* ECONOMY BINDING 


also the most complete selection of prebound 
PRIMERS AND READERS 
and EASY BOOKS 


If you have not received your copy, 
send for it today 


THE H. R. HUNTTING CO. 
29 Worthington Street 
Springfield 3, Mass. 


Over a Half Century Serving 
Libraries and Schools 


*Trade-Mark of Bro-Dart Industries, Inc. 
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see, Box 425, is the Southern Observer, a 
most attractive periodical now in its third 
year. The Observer includes information 
on southern books and authors and publish- 
ing notes, as well as special features. Con- 
tributors from month to month include scho- 
lars from all sections of the south. Yearly 
subscriptions are $2.00; single issues are 
20c. 


Judge Walter B. Jones, Chairman of the 
Board of Montgomery County Library, ad- 
dressed the Alabama Press Association 
meeting in Mobile last year on “Freedom of 
the Press.” Senator Lister Hill thought 
this paper to be so “able and timely” that 
he asked and received unanimous consent 
to have it printed in the appendix of the 
Congressional Record this year. Copies may 
be obtained by writing to Senator Hill. 


Southern School News, P. O. Box 6156, 
Acklen Station, Nashville 5, Tenn., is, ac- 
cording to its masthead, “the official pub- 
lication of the Southern Education Report- 
ing Service, an _ objective, fact-finding 
agency established by southern newspaper 
editors and educators with the aim of pro- 
viding accurate, unbiased information to 
school administrators, public officials, and 
interested citizens on developments in edu- 
cation arising from the U.S. Supreme Court 
opinion of May 17, 1954, declaring segrega- 
tion in the public schools unconstitutional.” 
Publication is to be semi-monthly and sub- 
scriptions are $2.00 per year. 

Contents in Advance is a new guide to 
library and bibliographic journals which is 
designed to give current information on pro- 
fessional literature. It is published in 
eleven issues a year, ten of which contain 
reproductions of the tables of contents of 
the major library and documentation pub- 
lications of the world, and the eleventh is a 
union list of the journals included, along 
with the address and prices of these jour- 
nals. A subscription to Contents in Ad- 
vance is $6.00 a year, and should be ad- 
dressed to Contents in Advance, Box 7521, 
Philadelphia 1, Penna. 


available. 


Sample copies are 





Special Book Lists 


The Book Selection Committee of the 
A.L.A. Religious Books Round Table has 
just announced its list of the “50 Outstand- 
ing Religious Books of 1954-55.” A copy 
of this ten-page annotated list may be ob- 
tained free from A.L.A., 50 E. Huron St., 
Chicago, 11 Illinois. 

The Gold Star List of American Fiction, 
compiled by the Syracuse Public Library 
Staff, is a 65-page annotated list of selected 
American fiction from James Fenimore 
Cooper to the present. The price for this 
paperbound 40th edition is 75c, and it can 
be obtained from the Syracuse Public Li- 
brary, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Easy Reading for Adults, published by 
the New York Public Library for 50c, is an 
annotated list which will be useful to many 
adult readers. Librarians may find it useful 
in the preparation of special reading lists 
fcr groups or individuals. 


For Children And Young People 
Children’s Books for $1.25 or less, a 40- 
page annotated subject list compiled by 


adh 
as 
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Elizabeth H. Gross, Coordinator of Work 
with Children, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
for the Association for Childhood Education 
International, is available from The A.C.E., 
1200 15th St., N. W., Washington 5, D.C, 
The price is 75c. 

Books To Build On is the title of a basic 
book list for elementary, junior, and senior 
high school libraries, prepared under the 
direction of Elva Jean Hall, Coordinator of 
Library Services, Newton, Mass. Published 
May 1955. Copies are 50c cash or $1.00 if 
billed. Order from R. R. Bowker Co., 62 
W. 45th St., New York 36. 

Growing Up With Books is a list of tried 
books—selected old 
favorites and modern classics from ALL the 
recommended lists. This popular little book- 
let has been perfected through three edi- 
tions and had a total distribution of over 
900,000 copies. The 1955 edition lists 200 
titles; graded, arranged by subject, and 
briefly annotated. The Bowker Company 
will send you a single copy of this book list 
for 10c, or five for 25c. Publication date 


and tested children’s 


was September 1. 





THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 
740 St. Charles Ave. 


New Orleans 12, La. 


ARE 
DISTRIBUTORS 
OF 
“PARAGON BINDINGS” 


of 


DON R. PHILLIPS 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 


WE CARRY A COMPLETE STOCK 
IN NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
ABOUT 1400 TITLES 
WRITE US FOR LARGE NEW 1955 LIST 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 
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\nother publication from the Bowker 
Company for 50c is The Development of 
Lifetime Reading Habits, by Jean Grambs, 
a report of a conference on reading develop- 
ment by the National Book Committee, in 
New York, June 25-26, 1954. Parents, 
teachers, librarians — everyone concerned 
wit high school students and their reading 
—sliould have this 23-page report. Though 
prepared especially for school librarians and 
teachers, there is much material of value to 
the public librarians also, such as sections 
on creating enthusiasm for reading, guides 
to hook selection, purchase of books, library 
service, etc. 

The Enoch Pratt Free Library in Balti- 
more has many unusual book lists, inex- 
pensively priced. Some titles are “How Do 
I Love Thee?” (love stories for young peo- 
ple); “Books of Their Own” (books to buy 
for children), etc. They also have some 
beautifully printed poetry broadsides .which 
make excellent library exhibits. Write: Pub- 
lications, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 400 
Cathedral Street, Baltimore 1, Md., and ask 
for a list of their publications and for a list 
of their poetry broadsides. 

Books We Like; a Reading List of Books 
Endorsed and Annotated by High School 
Students, is a booklist that should be useful 
to school and public librarians. It costs 25c 
and can be obtained from J. N. Hook, IIli- 
nois Association of Teachers of English, 121 
Lincoln Hall, Urbana, Ill. Request the 
Illinois English Bulletin, February 1955. 
This booklist is arranged by subject and 
gives publishers, dates, and prices. 

An attractive poster on “Our Country in 
Books” is available free from the American 
Junior Red Cross, Washington, D. C. It is 
a reprint of the November 1954 cover of 
this organization’s magazine. 

Enrichment filmstrips, based upon the 
Landmark Books (Random) and Enrichment 
Records, which dramatize this historical 
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book series, are now being prepared in full 
color. The following should now be ready: 
Paul Revere and the Minute Men; The 
Winter at Valley Forge; Our Independence 
and the Constitution; The Lewis and Clark 
Expedition; The Louisiana Purchase; and 
The California Gold Rush. 

An exhibit of mounted originals illu- 
strating Pekin White, by T. L. McCready; 
On Your Own Two Feet, by Bessie White; 
Swans of Ballycastle, by Walter Hackett; 
The Piebald Princess, by Joan Balfour 
Payne, and Journey of Josiah Talltatters 
and The Stable That Stayed, also illustrated 
by Payne, are available from Farrar, Straus 
and Co., 101 Fifth Ave., New York 3. 

1955 Annotated List of Phonograph Re- 
cords (Kindergarten - Senior High School) is 
an excellent free catalog available from 
Children’s Reading Service, 1078 St. John’s 
Place, Brooklyn 13, N. Y. Filmstrips are 
included in this catalog for the first time. 

Useful career material on Nursing may be 
secured by writing to Mrs. Hilda Reynolds, 
Chairman, State Committee on Careers, 
League of Nursing, City Hospital, Mobile, 
Alabama. 

The librarian of a Michigan pubic li- 
brary last year sponsored an Adult Poster 
Contest as one of her National Book Week 
features. First prize went to Mrs. Laurine 
Wilson, mother of two little girls and a 
little boy. The poster shows the three in- 
tently listening children and the mother’s 
hands holding an open book. The wording 
is: “Enrich Your Child’s Life—-READ TO 
HIM OFTEN.” It is 22x28 inches on 14- 
ply poster board, silk-screened in blue, black 
and soft yellow on white and sells for $2.50. 
You can also purchase 442” x 5” folders 
with the illustration of the poster on the 
front to permit the mimeographing or print- 
ing of a book list or whatever is wanted in- 
side. Order from Library Products Co., 
Sturgis, Michigan. 


ARMY AVIATION SCHOOL LIBRARY PLANNED AT CAMP RUCKER 


In 1953 when the Army decided to train 
flyers again, it began its teaching program 
at Ft. Sill. This school was then moved 
in August of 1954 to Camp Rucker, near 


Ozark. With this geographical break, came 
the concept of a separate library for the 
Army Aviation School. 


Dr. William Kozumplick, formerly a 
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member of the staff of the Air University 
Library, was appointed this spring as the 
first professional librarian, and he is now 
busy getting plans completed for a_per- 
manent separate library building of 5,000 
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square feet which will seat 50 readers and 
shelve 50,000 volumes. A staff of eleven, 
five professionals and six clericals, is being 
requested, and a study on this matter is 
currently under consideration. 


TWO ASSOCIATION DIVISIONS NAME OFFICERS 


The College and Special Libraries Divi- 
sion of the Alabama Library Association 
has elected the following officers for 1955- 
56: Chairman, Mrs. Vivian Lawson, Uni- 
versity of Alabama; vice-chairman, Clarence 
Tilger, Base Librarian, Brookley AFB; 
secretary-treasurer, Mrs. Theopa Collins, 
Auburn Polytechnic Institute. 

Officers of the Alabama Association of 
School Librarians (a division of the Ala- 
bama Education Association and the Ala- 
bama Library Association) are: President, 


Sybil Baird, Indian Springs School, Helena; 
vice-president, Mrs. Louise Gober, Decatur 
H.S.; recording secretary, Mrs. Ann Vaughn, 
Barton Academy, Mobile; treasurer, Mrs, 
Mary Elizabeth Edwards, Haynesville; cor- 
respondence secretary, Martha Jule Black- 

. Shear, State of Education, 
Montgomery; council members—Mrs. Janie 
Morgan, Deshler H. S., Tuscumbia; Mrs. 
Laura Gaines Sprott, Troy H.S.; Mrs. Myr- 
tle Boazman, Military School, 
Mobile. 


Department 


University 





The 


The library of Marion Institute, the 
only essentially military school in Ala- 
bama, is situated near the center of the 
and is designed and planned 
the student body of some 350 
It is unusually convenient to 
all dormitories, class rooms, and labora- 
Its staff includes a full time li- 
brarian, a clerical assistant, and several 
student assistants. 

Choice of materials for Marion Insti- 
tute Library presents some problems dif- 
fering slightly from those encountered 
other The Institute 
with its three departments—four year 
high school, junior college, and Army- 
Navy-Air Force Department—has a stu- 


campus, 
to serve 
cadets. 


tories. 


in most schools. 


dent body with a six-year spread in the 


academic age groups. This, along with 
the fact that the student body is com- 
prised of boys and men only, demands 
careful consideration. Because of the 
of students who prepare for 
entrance to the various government acad- 
emies, and also because of the R.O.T.C. 
training and complete military program 
of the school, the library has a propor- 
tionately large holding in subject matter 
dealing with the various branches of the 


numbers 





(Cover 


armed services and with military history. 

The library catalog lists a collection 
of approximately 5,000 volumes selected 
primarily with the idea of broadening 
the scope of both the 
academic and military curricula of the 
school. 
are 


and _ resources 


In addition, about 80 periodicals 
available to the Audio- 
visual aids, including a tape recorder, 
filmstrip projector, filmstrips, and slides, 
are housed in the library. 


students. 


Augmenting 
the audio-visual features are similar ma- 
terials available 
Military 


made 


of 


and equipment 
the Department 
Science and Tactics. 


through 


The book collection is readily and 
fully accessible to the Cadet Corps since 
As a 
result of this policy, the students have an 
unusual freedom in their actual contact 
with the books. The exercise of this 
freedom to explore the world of books 
to be a definite 
broadening mental 


the library features open stacks. 


seems in 


in 


influence 
horizons, and 
creating an atmosphere of friendliness 
and cordiality in the library. 


—Mildred P. Baer 


Librarian 
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ALABAMA BOUND — VIII 


By SaraH A. VERNER, University of Alabama Library 


Robert 


Kyle. “Behold This 
Dreamer Indianapolis, Arcabe, 
1954, $2.00. The author of this collection 
of short, philosophical meditations was born 
in Birmingham, attended public schools in 
Gadsden, and the University of Alabama. 

Cheney, Cora. Plantation Doll. N. Y., 
Holt, 1955, 136 p., $2.50. A second chil- 
dren’s book written by a native of Birming- 
ham. 

Einstein, Charles. Born to Play Ball. 
N. Y., Putnam, 1955, 168 p., $2.50. Life 
story of Willie Mays, Birmingham Negro 
and baseball star of the New York Giants. 

Garner, Samuel Paul. Evolution of Cost 
Accounting to 1925. University of Ala- 
bama Press, 1954, 416 p., $6.50. Dr. 
Garner, head of the University’s Dept. of 
Accounting, has written a history of cost 
accounting from the Mediaeval Era to 1925. 

Gross, Ben. I Looked and I Listened. 
N. Y., Random House, 1954, 344 p., $3.95. 
Informal recollections of the radio and tele- 
vision industry by one who has spent three 
decades in the work. Mr. Gross was born 
in Birmingham and received a law degree 
from the University. 

Guzeman, Jessie P., editor. The New 
South and Higher Education. Tuskegee 
Institute, Dept. of Records and Research, 
1954, $2.00. A symposium of addresses 
and ceremonies in connection with the in- 
auguration of Dr. Luther Hilton Foster as 
fourth president of Tuskegee Institute. 

Hartley, Herbert. Home is the Sailor. 
Birmingham, Vulcan, 1955, 220 p. $4.00. 
Autobiography of Commodore Hartley, now 
retired and living in Opelika. His career 
at sea began early in his life and took him 
to Commodore of the United States Line 
and master of the Leviathan. 

Heath, W. L. Violent Saturday. N. Y., 
Harper, 1955, 218 p., $3.00. Mr. Heath, 
who was reared in Scottsboro, uses Ala- 
bama as the setting for this novel of sus- 
pense. 

Holley, Howard L., and Warner W. Carl- 
son. Potassium Metabolism in Health and 


Beggs, 


Disease. N.Y., Grune & Stratton, 1955, 
144 p., $4.50. Dr. Holley and Dr. Carlson 
are members of the faculty of the Medical 
College of Alabama. 

McKinley, Lulie Hard. Candles in the 
Canebrake. Birmingham, The Author, 1955. 
Mrs. McKinley of Birmingham is the author 
of this prize-winning Birmingham Festival 


of Arts play, concerning the famous Vine 


and Olive Colony of Alabama. Play was 
presented in February by the Town and 
Gown Civic Theatre of Birmingham. 

Meadows, Thomas. Guidance to the 
Study of the Old Testament. Vantage, 
1954, 291 p., $4.50. Native of north Ala- 
bama and graduate of Alabama Polytechnic 
Institute, Dr. Meadows has written this book 
to assist the reader, student and teacher 
of the Bible. The author is an ordained 
Baptist minister. 

Patrick, Luther. Goosepocket. Birming- 
ham, Vulcan Press, 1955, 158 p., $3.00. 
Collection of humorous rhymes and stories 
by Birmingham’s Luther Patrick. 

Stone, Naylor. 
Crimson Tide. 
1954, 86 p., $2.50. Story of one of the 
great football coaches of all time, the late 
Frank Thomas of the University. 


Coach Tommy of the 
Birmingham, Vulcan Press, 


Stuart, John Leighton. Fifty Years in 
China. N. Y., Random House, 1954, 346 p., 
$5.00. In his boyhood years, Dr. Stuart 
made his home in Mobile with a maternal 
aunt and attended Barton Academy. This 
book contains the memoirs of his life in 
China as missionary, University president 
and United States ambassador. 

Ten Hoor, Marten. Freedom Limited. 
An Essay on Democracy. University of 
Alabama Press, 1954, 220 p., $3.50. Dean 
of the College of Arts & Sciences at the 
University is the author of this book on 
democracy, its problems and its future. 

Worley, Dorothy. Dr. Kilbourne Comes 
Home. N. Y., Avalon, 1954, 252 p., $2.50. 
Light fiction by Montgomery’s Dorothy 
Worley. 
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BOOK WEEK PLANNED FOR NOVEMBER 13-19 


The 37th annual celebration of book 
week will be November 13-19 this year 
with a slogan “Let’s Read More.” Audio- 
visual aids for libraries wishing to participate 
in book week activities may be obtained 
through the Children’s Book Council, 50 
W. 53d St., New York 19, N. Y. 

Among materials available are “The 
Manual,” which is free and contains de- 
scriptions and price lists for posters; book- 
marks; phonograph records; streamers; 
book characters picture quizzes; plays and 
radio scripts; films; kinescopes (films for 
television). 

A number of films pertaining to books 
and libraries are available free of charge to 
libraries and organized groups in the state 
from the Public Library Service Division, 
4 N. Union St., Montgomery 4. Among 
those particularly suitable for use during 
book week are: 

BOOKS AND PEOPLE-THE WEALTH 
WITHIN. 15 minutes. Color. Depicts li- 
brary service in Alabama. For the use of 


clubs, community groups, and county-wide 
meetings to interest citizens in extending 
and enjoying existing library service. Ex- 
cellent to use with groups desiring to start 
a county or regional library. 


CHOOSING BOOKS TO READ. 10 
minutes. Color. A boy is led from an easy 
book on photography to others on a wide 
variety of subject, and the film leads stu- 
dents to a greater realization of the treasures 
which books hold for them. 

IMPRESSIONABLE YEARS. 30 minutes. 
Black and white. Portrays a little girl’s 
first experience in the children’s room of the 
New York Public Library, explains the ap- 
preciation which may be developed in chil- 
dren through reading, and emphasizes 
democratic relationships in the library. 

IT’S ALL YOURS. 10 minutes. Black 
and white. Made by Pocket Books, Inc., to 
encourage the of books and libraries 
Good for PTA or club 
groups. Commentary is by Ralph Bellamy. 


use 
among teen-agers. 
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UNIVERSITY OFFERS COURSE 


An unusual opportunity for public library 
trustees to learn more about their respon- 
sibilities and functions is made possible for 
the first time by a practical Home-Study 
course co-sponsored by the American Li- 
brary Association and the University of 
Chicago. 

The American Association of Library 
Trustees, a section of the ALA Public Li- 
braries Division, is promoting the course, 
“How to Be a Good Library Board Mem- 
ber,” among its members and also urging 
librarians to bring the opportunity to the 
attention of library board members through- 
out the country. 

The course was prepared by Helen A. 
Ridgway, who, as Course Adviser, enters 
into “conversation-by-mail” with those who 


FOR LIBRARY TRUSTEES 


enroll. Miss Ridgway, formerly ALA Public 
Library Specialist, is presently Chief, Bu- 
reau of Library Services, Connecticut State 
Department of Education. 

Topics covered include legal powers of 
library boards, book selection and censor- 
ship, personnel and budget policies, public 
library architecture, community _ services, 
and public relations, and is recommended 
as a group discussion activity for entire 
boards, as well as for individual board 
members. There are ten lessons in this non- 
credit course, and the tuition is $20.00. 
For further particulars, write to the Home- 
Study Department of the University of 
Chicago, 1375 E. 60th St., Chicago 37, IIL, 
and request a copy of their “Announce- 
ments” on course NC 151. 


TRUSTEES’ NEWSLETTER INITIATED BY PLSD 


A new library publication, Newsletter for 
Trustees and Friends of Public Libraries 
in Alabama, made its initial appearance in 
June. It is to be issued quarterly under the 
auspices of the Public Library Service Divi- 
sion and the Division of Public Libraries of 
the Alabama Library Association, and is to 
be sent free to every public library board 
member and the officers of all friends 
groups in the state. 

The first issue consisted of six mimeo- 
graphed pages and contained letters from 


James M. McCain, president of the Friends 
and Trustees Section, and Evelyn Mullen, 
Director of PLSD, in addition to A.L.A. 
news, recommended books for trustees and 
friends, information on the PLSD budget, 
news about the Library Service Bill, and 
some personal news notes. 

The second issue is scheduled to con- 
tain a report on the American Library As- 
sociation Conference in Philadelphia, and 
information about budget plans and annual 
reports for public libraries. 
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WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 


SALE AND ACQUISITION OF 


* Scientific periodicals: complete sets, short runs, 
single volumes—all fields, all languages 


* Scientific books: out-of-print—domestic, foreign 


Complete subscription service for domestic and foreign 
periodicals 


* All new books of U. S. and foreign publishers 
Send requirements and offers to 
WALTER J. JOHNSON, INC. 
R 125 East 23 Street, New York 10, N. Y. 
Telephone: ORegon 7-6713 Cable address: BOOKJOHNS, N. Y. 
Branch offices in London and Frankfurt 


Catalogues available on request 
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(Persons and CPlaces . 


Miss Ione R. McKnight, a native of 
Courtland, Alabama, has recently transfer- 
red from Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, to the 
position of Librarian at the Ordnance 
Guided Missile School, Redstone Arsenal, 
Huntsville. Miss McKnight holds a B.A. 
Degree from the University of Alabama and 
a B.S. in L.S. from George Peabody Col- 
lege. She spent 1948 and 1949 in Germany 
where she served as an Army Librarian. 
Miss McKnight has also served in various 
other Army Libraries in the United States. 


° a = ° 


Mrs. Sarah C. Brown has been appointed 
Chief Librarian of the University of Ala- 
bama Medical Center Library, Birmingham, 
succeeding Mildred R. Crowe who re- 
signed in March to accept the position of 
Librarian at the University of Miami Med- 
ical College. 

Mrs. Brown received her B.A. Degree 
from Hendrix College, B.S. in L.S. from the 
University of Illinois Library School, and 
Charter Certification from the Medical 
Library Association. Before going to the 
Medical Center Library, Mrs. Brown was 
Assistant Librarian at Alabama _ College, 
Librarian at Maxwell Field Post Library 
and of the Combat Intelligence Library 
there, and Assistant Librarian of the Air 
Corps Technical School. She joined the 
Medical College in June 1948, and in 1952 
became Associate Librarian and Instructor 
of Medical and Dental Bibliography. 


oe o a - 


Two new staff members are now at 
Birmingham-Southern College. Mrs. Mattie 
Lou Crow is assistant librarian in charge of 
circulation and reference, and Miss Olive 
Jo Lamb is assistant librarian in charge of 
cataloging. Mrs. Crow comes from a simi- 
lar position at Jacksonville State Teachers 
College, and Miss Lamb from the high 
school library at Andalusia. Both received 
their Master’s Degrees from the University 
of Alabama and their library preparation 


from the Department of School Libraries 
there, 


Mr. and Mrs. Paul Spence (the former 
Ruth Schmidt), both members of the staff 
of the Air University Library, announce 
the birth of a son, John Carrell, on July 21. 


° + a a 


Miss Shirley Brother has resigned her 
position as Field Representative of the 
Public Library Service Division in Mont- 
gomery to accept the position of librarian 
of the Johnson County Library, Kansas. 
This is the first county-wide library in 
Kansas and the first to be established under 
the new library laws. 

Other library staff members in Mont- 
gomery have also changed positions quite 
recently. Mrs. Lou Somers has resigned as 
Base Librarian at Gunter AFB to become 
the assistant librarian at Montgomery Coun- 
ty Library in the place of Mrs. Evelyn 
Lightfoot who has moved to Peoria, Illinois, 
with her husband. Mrs. Lightfoot has ac- 
cepted a position on the Bradley University 
staff. Mrs. Margaret McClurkin, formerly 
assistant at Montgomery Public Library, is 
now Base Librarian at Gunter AFB. 

Mrs. Ruth Field’s one year appointment 
as State Director of the American Heritage 
Project in Alabama has expired, and she is 
now Wing Librarian at Maxwell AFB, re- 
placing Mrs. Dorothy E. Delaney who ac- 
companied her husband when he was trans- 
ferred to Orlando AFB, Florida. 


we i o 2 


The Green County Library Association 
at Eutaw has elected the following new of- 
ficers: Mrs. Carolyn Palmer, president; Mrs. 
E. E. Gaither, vice-president; Mrs. John R. 


Cockrell, 
treasurer. 


secretary; Mrs. Sidney McGee, 
The board also decided, at the 
same meeting, to establish a record lending 
department in the library. 


. a oS o 


Geneva Public Library’s outside exhibit 
on home planning received favorable com- 
ment. A six-room colonial doll house, com- 
pletely furnished, was mounted in the midst 
of a well-sodded lawn with shade trees and 
enclosed with a white picket fence, and 
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MRS. INEZ E. LACY 


Her many friends throughout the state were shocked and grieved to learn of 
the tragic death of Mrs. Inez E. Lacy on August 4, at Tuscaloosa, following an 
automobile accident the previous Sunday night. Mrs. Lacy had been a member 
of the staff at Carnegie Library, Anniston, since October 1951. Before coming 
to Anniston, her former home, she had worked in the Walker County Library and 
the Jasper High School Library. This summer she had gone to the University 
to complete her work on a Master’s Degree and had a leave of absence from 
Carnegie Library. 

A beautiful tribute is paid her by Barbara Hodge Hall in The Anniston Star 
when she says, “Some people seem born to spread a happy radiance about them. 
So it was with her. Her good humor was contagious, and you couldn't feel 
glum for long under the spell of her merry smile. She had a way of intimating 
that she knew a very funny and pleasant secret that had her bubbling over 
with enthusiasm. A little of the exuberance usually came away with those who had 
just talked with her. 

“She was a book-lover without being bookish. Her favorite authors enjoyed 
constant advertisement and usually became our favorite authors, too. She had 
no use for trash or trivia, and said so, emphatically, yet she was never stuffy. She 
often recommended a book like The Rivers Ran East, a hair-raising tale of 
exploration in the South American jungles—she just loved exciting stories like 
that, she explained with a twinkle, flashing that smile which belied her maturing 
years. 

“When she left us this week, so tragically soon, something of her radiance 
went with her. But a light like hers cannot easily be extinguished. Those who 
knew her will be long forgetting its glow.” 

Rebekah L. Kennan 
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placed in a corner show window of the 
Home Furniture Company’s store. The mod- 
el was placed so that both the front and 
back of house and grounds could be seen, 
and placards announced that it was a “Li- 
brary Exhibit.” Surrounding books on home 
planning, house decoration, and gardening 
were announced as being available at the 
Geneva Public Library. 


o ° ° oO 


Mrs. Alice Doughtie has been appointed 
as librarian of the Dale County War Mem- 
orial Library in Ozark to succeed Mfrs. 
Agnes Thomason. 

Mrs. Thomason has resigned to write in- 
surance with The Mutual of New York, 
beginning October 1. She will be greatly 
missed not only in Ozark and Dale County 
library work, but in the Alabama Library 
Association as well. 

ae o * * 


The Classified List of Reference Books 
and Periodicals for College Libraries, edited 
by Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, Director of the 
University of Alabama Library, has recently 
been issued by the Division of Colleges and 
Universities of the Southern Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools. Another 
newly published piece of professional litera- 
ture, Books, Libraries and Librarians, a vol- 
ume of essays in librarianship (Scarecrow 
Press, Hamden, Conn.) contains an essay 
by Dr. Hoole. 


* oO ° oO 


Miss Doris Bennett has been appointed 
as assistant librarian at Jacksonville State 
Teachers College. Miss Bennett is a grad- 
uate of Jacksonville and has her M.A. De- 
gree with a major in library science from 
George Peabody College. Her previous 
experience has been in the high schools of 
Gastonia, N. C., and Piedmont, Alabama. 


ue 2 * o 


At the recent A:L.A. meeting in Phil- 
adelphia it was announced that Mrs. Gret- 
chen Schenk had been named as the second 
recipient of the Beta Phi Mu citation for 
her “distinguished service to library edu- 
cation.” In addition to the honor, Mrs. 
Schenk was also presented with a check by 
the national library fraternity. 
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Mr. Zack Martin of Slocumb, devoted 
library friend and trustee, has left retire- 
ment and returned to active business. He 
therefore felt it necessary to resign his 
position as treasurer of the Trustees Section 
of the Alabama Library Association, and 
Mrs. B. R. Showalter, of Auburn, has been 
appointed to fill his term of office. 


® o a a 


Miss Emma Dendy, cataloger at Alabama 
College Library, has a leave of absence 
to do graduate study at the University of 
North Carolina. Miss Evie L. White, a 
graduate of the State University of Florida, 
will substitute for Miss Dendy this year. 


= o a a 


Rohm and Haas Company Redstone Divi- 
sion Library, Huntsville, announces several 
personnel changes. Concurrent with the 
resignation of Mrs. Edwin R. Servis (Willie 
Mae Dearing), on or about October 31, Mrs. 
Ann W. Logel will become head of the 
Rohm and Haas library staff. Miss Frances 
Ramsey will replace Mrs. Logel as Rohm 
and Haas representative at the Redstone 
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3 x 5 Multiple Copy Order Forms Copyrighted 
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COPIES TO BE USED AS YOU REQUIRE. ALL SLIT PERFORATIONS—NO 
RAGGED EDGES. 


ARE BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPES 
WHICH REQUIRE NO POSTAGE 
CUSTOMERS OF THE J. B. C. 
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Arsenal Technical Library. After a brief 
vacation, Mrs. Servis and her husband will 
move to Boulder, Colo., where they will 
enter the University of Colorado graduate 
schoo! in February 1956. 
a 2 oO ° 
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Harrison of Geneva 
are the proud parents of a very young 
daughter who has been named _ Vivian 
Boyes. Mrs. Harrison, as Amalia Harvey, 
was librarian for the Coffee-Geneva Reg- 
ional Library before serving a term of 
overseas duty. Mr. Harrison has been a 
leader in Geneva’s American Heritage Pro- 
jects. They have recently moved to Pan- 
ama City, Fla., where Mr. Harrison will 
teach in the high school. 
2 a e Q 
Mrs. Dixie Lous Fisher, Librarian of the 
Montgomery Public Library, has a regular 
TV program of book reviews over WCOV 
every Tuesday afternoon at 3:30 p.m. 
cod a a ° 
Five murals depicting stories from Uncle 
Remus have been donated to the Children’s 
Department of the Mobile Public Library by 
eight students of William Bush’s art class 
of that city. All measuring over four feet 
wide and between five and six feet long, 
the murals are colorful oil paintings on 
masonite board. 
2 = = = 
Three new librarians have joined the staff 
this summer at the University of Alabama. 
Mr. James F. Govan came in July as head 
of the circulation department of the main 
library. A native of Chattanooga, Tenn., 
Mr. Govan holds the A.B. Degree from the 
University of the South and the A.M.L.S. 
degree from Emory University. He has 
completed three years scholastic work to- 
ward the Ph.D. in European history at John 


25 


Hopkins University and has studied for a 
year at London University. His father is 
the librarian at the University of Chatta- 
ncoga, and his mother is Christine Govan, 
the noted author of children’s books. Mr. 
Govan is married and has one child. 

Mr. Joseph A. Jackson, who has the A.B. 
Degree from Howard College and the M.S. 
in L.S. from George Peabody College Li- 
brary School, joined the staff as a cataloger 
early in June. He is a native of Brewton 
Alabama. 

Miss Cleo Marie Battle, whose hometown 
is Jackson, Miss., began work as a library 
assistant in the catalog department on July 
1. Miss Battle is a recent B.S. graduate of 
Mississippi College for Women, with a 
Certificate in Library Science. 

a a a = 

Miss Lucia Owens of Moundville has 
been appointed as librarian of the Cullman- 
Winston Regional Library. Miss Owens 
has had fifteen years of newspaper ex- 
perience, and has taken some courses in 
library science at the University of Ala- 
bama. 




































& = & = 
Alabama’s newest county-wide library 
will serve St. Clair County, and will have 
its headquarters at Pell City. Mrs. Frankie 
G. Awtrey, a former teacher, has been ap- 
pointed as librarian. 
= = Q cod 
There have been two recent resignations 
by members of the Air University Library 
staff at Maxwell AFB. Mr. Robert Delzell 
has accepted an appointment as assistant 
librarian at the University of Illinois Library 
at Champaign-Urbana, and expects to begin 
his new duties about December 1. 
Mrs. Martha Moore Tarpley resigned in 
September in order to stay at home and 
keep house for her new husband. 





the University of Alabama. 





MISS ALICE S. WYMAN AND MRS. MARY T. CARROLL 


Friends throughout the state will regret to learn of the deaths of Miss Alice 
Searcy Wyman at the age of 81 in Tuscaloosa on June 1 and Mrs. Mary Tarver 
Carroll in Ozark on June 12. Miss Wyman served 32 years as head librarian of 


Mrs. Carroll was poet laureate of Alabama, and is also remembered for her 
biographies written for young readers—Keep My Flag Flying, The Man Who 
Dared To Care, and The Man Who Would Not Wait. 























THE ALABAMA LIBRANIAN 











HERE’S HOW 


The South’s largest 
Subscription Agency 


CAN HELP YOU- 














YOU CAN SAVE TIME YOU CAN HAVE A 


You make only one purchase order LARGER SELECTION 

You write only one check Complete listing of all magazines 
YOU CAN HAVE and Journals, recognized by A.B.C. 
BETTER SERVICE YOU CAN SAVE MONEY 
Automatic renewal if desired Lowest Library and Clubbing rates 


LET US PROVE OUR SERVICE TO YOU, WRITE 


Subscription Sewice Company 
Home Office 
401-03 TUSCALOOSA AVENUE, SW. BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 














COMPTON’S PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
FIRST IN QUALITY 


America’s Finest Pictured Encyclopedia for Young Folks 
of All Ages — Preschool through High School 
COMPTON’S was the first, truly pictured encyclopedia 


First with a complete Fact-lndex that enables you to find every- 
thing you want with push-button speed. 


First to establish and maintain a full-time expert editorial staff, 
assuring you that your set is not only up-to-date factually but in step 
with modern reference needs. 


Get Compton’s for your library or classroom. Let it prove its leader- 
ship. Send for sample pages. No obligation. 


H. M. Mclinnish, District Mgr. 


F. E. COMPTON & COMPANY, Publishers 








220 Massey Building Birmingham 3, Alabama 
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IMPROVED ELEMENTARY LIBRARIES 


REFLECT STATE - 


WIDE INTEREST 





A newly-centralized library at the Main Street Elementary School in 


Tuscumbia. 
shelves. 


Mrs. Oleta Beck, the Librarian, is standing in front of the 


By MARTHA BLACKSHEAR, State School Libraries Consultant 


The gradual employment of librarians 
for the large elementary schools in Alabama 
is but evidence of the state-wide interest 
shown in this phase of the school program. 
Teachers, parent-teachers associations, and 
pupils working together are developing cen- 
tral libraries in the elementary schools. 
In schools where there is not room space 
for central collections, as yet, central cat- 
alogs listing all the school’s holdings are 
being made. This procedure facilitates teach- 
ers and pupils in locating needed material 
regardless of where it is being housed; it 
will also assist greatly when quarters are 
provided for a central collection. Along 
with this growth in library ogranization 
faculty groups are working on the philo- 
sophy and use of the library in the ele- 
mentary school. 

More money is being appropriated on a 
per pupil basis for elementary library books 


and audio-visual materials, and teachers 
and pupils are being given opportunities to 
examine recommended lists of books before 
making their selection for purchase. Ex- 
hibits of books which represent the best 
current titles for purchase are available to 
schools from the State Department of Edu- 
cation. The Department is also in the pro- 
cess of assembling a collection of books in 
Montgomery which will represent a samp- 
ling of the best books for school libraries. 
There are few schools left in which each 
teacher does her own book purchasing by 
visiting a nearby book shop or by having 
a book dealer bring displays of books to 
her school. It is the general practice now 
for each teacher to suggest materials after 
she has had an opportunity to take inventory 
of what the school has on hand and then 
checking carefully the recommended lists 
of books relative to the subjects and reading 
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level on which she desires materials. The 
suggested lists of materials from each teach- COMPARE... 
er are compiled and evaluated by the libra- QUALITY... 
rian or teacher-librarian with the aid of the 

. a PRICE... 
library committee. Orders are then placed 

either by the schools or through the board SERVICE .. - 
of education. 

The several factors which have and are 
contributing to the expansion in elementary 
library programs are significant. They are: 

l. The desire of administrators, teachers <a: ee =e 
and parents to give their children a more fy, ae BRO-DART 
enriched instructional program with em- offers you a 
phases on reading guidance. Bg =! complete line 

2. A better understanding of the values s : - suober saan 
of a good library program through pro- Pee prices. See our Catalog 
fessional reading and evaluation of school Se. #54 for Book Cards, Cat- 
programs where good libraries exist. ond bos Sue No 

3. The necessity to effect a more econom- a form not described in our Catalog, just 
ical as well as functional program of using send us a sample. we will quote prices. 
materials. 

4. The readiness of trained high school 
or public librarians in the community to 
guide and assist school and P.T.A. personnel Bro Dart INDUSTRIES 
in the better organization of library ma- 
terials. 78 E. ALPINE ST., NEWARK 5, N. J. 
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McCLURG’S 1955 
CLASSIFIED LIST of JUVENILE 
and TEEN AGE BOOKS 


Now . . . Alabama Librarians can get this 176-page 
classified and annotated catalog of all 1955 publications for 
juveniles and teen agers! The titles were classified by Miss 
Adah F. Whitcomb, formerly Supervisor, Schools Dept., 
Chicago Public Library. You'll find this catalog invaluable 
when selecting the best in reading for your young readers. 


Write to Dept. AB for Your Free Catalog 


A. CU. McOLURG & COMPANY 


“Since 1844” 
333 E. Ontario St. ° Chicago 11, Illinois 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 




















